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The Circumstances and Cause of John Joseph Cahill’s Death 
 

Family stories can be passed down from generation to generation providing vague and often 

incorrect information about ancestors.  Other times, these stories provide important clues that 

may guide the research of a family historian.  Such was the case of John Joseph Cahill, who died 

much too soon, according to his ancestors, leaving a widow and two children.  Family lore was 

that John J. Cahill worked for the railroad.  One day, his daughter Anna walked to the station to 

deliver his dinner and learned that there had been an accident.  She never saw her father again.  

So the story went…but no one seemed to know any other details.  What date did John die?  

What caused his death?  What role did his occupation at the railroad, if he truly worked there, 

play in his passing?  

 

Ancestors had alerted the researcher that John’s daughter Anna Cahill was born in 1894 in New 

York.  Hypothetically, for Anna to deliver a meal to her father, she needed to be of a certain age 

to be able to walk to the train station on her own.  That information led to census records with 

John Cahill, his wife Annie and their three children Annie (born December 1894), Jack and 

Francis living at 170 Fiftieth Street in Brooklyn, New York.  John’s listed occupation as a 

locomotive engineer further validated this as the correct family.1   

 

Additional census research revealed that Anna was a widow, living with her two children Anna 

and Francis (number of children born vs. living suggested that son Jack had passed away), in the 

1910 federal census;2 she was listed as head of household with two children Anna and Francis 

in the 1905 New York state census.3  Analysis based on the names, ages, and geographical 

location reveal that this was the correct family.  It strongly suggested that John Cahill died 

between 1900 and 1905.  These records were not completely without errors (for example,  

the state census listed the son Francis incorrectly as a daughter,4 which was likely an 

enumeration error given Francis can be a female or male name when spoken).  That said, the 

census records are original sources and provide important facts to support this research.  It is 

unknown who the informant was for each census, though it was likely the wife/mother Anna.  

Anna would have been home during the day caring for her children and was best equipped to 

answer the detailed questions, particularly for the federal census related to immigration years 

and birthdates. 

 

                                                           
1 1900 U.S. census, Kings County, New York, population schedule, Brooklyn, enumeration district (ED) 0103, sheet 
14B, dwelling 157, family 286, John Cahill; digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 
July 2018), citing NARA microfilm publication roll 1047.    
2 1910 U.S. census, Kings County, New York, population schedule, Brooklyn, enumeration district (ED) 519, sheet 
15A, dwelling 120, family 307, Anna Cahill; digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 
July 2018), citing NARA microfilm publication roll T624_969. 
3 1905 New York state census, Kings County, population schedule, p. 38, house number 355, Anna F. Cahill 
household; digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 July 2018). 
4 1905 New York state census, Kings Co., pop. sch., p. 38, house number 355, Anna F. Cahill. 
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John Cahill’s death record revealed that he died on 19 November 1903 in Brooklyn, New York at 

the age of 38.  According to the informant, Coroner Michael Flaherty, the cause of death was 

“shock, burns of body and head.”  John’s occupation was listed as “motorman” and place of 

death was listed as “32nd Street and Fifth Avenue.”5  This record provides evidence of the 

cause of death, though it also raises more questions for a researcher.  What circumstances led 

to shock and burns?  Were they the actual cause for John’s death?  Was there more to the story 

than the death certificate suggested? 

 

Anna Cahill filed a petition to the probate court given her late husband John Cahill did not have 

a will.  This petition further validated that John died on 19 November 1903.  It indicated that 

John died a “violent death” and acknowledged a “cause of action for death by negligence 

against the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Co.”6  The petition was a record produced by the court 

containing Anna’s signature and listing her address as “258 Fiftieth Street, Brooklyn, NY” – the 

same street (though different house number) as the 1900 federal census.  This document 

referenced the nature of John’s death and provided more information on his employer, alluding 

that they might have been responsible for his death. 

 

The train-related death was a big story in the newspapers of that time.  With many New York 

newspapers in existence, the events surrounding John Cahill’s death were discussed and 

theories were proposed as to why and how he died.  Reputable newspapers, such as The New 

York Times, The Brooklyn Daily Eagle and The New York Sun, provided independent points of 

view based on interviews with witnesses and family members, testimonies in a coroner’s 

inquest and discussions with the railroad commission and employees.  

 

The basic events were consistent across all newspaper coverage:  John J. Cahill was the 

motorman of a Brooklyn Rapid Transit (B.R.T.) elevated train departing the 36th Street station 

in Brooklyn, New York (also known as the “Bay Ridge” train).  At roughly 5:15pm on  

19 November 1903, his train left the 36th Street station for the next stop at 25th Street and 

crashed into a stalled train.  The stalled train had apparently lost power shortly after departing 

the 36th Street station due to a fuse blowing out.  The motorman of the stalled train said he put 

a red lantern on the back of his train to notify any other trains of danger on the track.  John J. 

Cahill’s train was travelling approximately 25 miles per hour and did not reduce speed; “the 

cars came together with a crash that could be heard for blocks.”7 A fire then started under the 

cars, where the motors were located, enveloping the rear car of the stalled train and the first 

car of the colliding train.  The crash killed two people, John J. Cahill, the motorman, and Patrick 

                                                           
5 Kings County, New York, death certificate no. 19589, John J. Cahill; New York State Department of Health. 
6 Surrogate Court, Brooklyn, “New York, Kings County, Probate Administration Records” database, 
AncestryLibrary.com (http://www.ancestrylibrary.com : accessed 28 June 2018), John Joseph Cahill, 1903; images 
205-208. 
7 “Rear-End L Collision, Two Burned to Death,” The Buffalo Times, 20 November 1903, p. 9, cols. 4-5; image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
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Cahill, the conductor (no relation) and injured approximately 20 passengers.8    

 

“John Cahill, the motorman, was found bolt upright, wedged against the motor, and the 

woodwork had to be chopped away to get him out.  Almost every bone in his body had been 

broken by the impact, and he was burned to a cinder.  Patrick Cahill, the conductor, was found 

lying on the floor of the car.  He, too, was burned beyond recognition, and it was only from the 

position of the two bodies that their identity was determined.”9  “When Mrs. John Cahill, the 

wife of the motorman, saw the body, she refused for ten or fifteen minutes to believe it was he.  

The flesh had been burned to the bone in many places.”10 

 

The conductor of the disabled train said he went to the rear platform and saw the Bay Ridge 

train approaching under greater headway than he thought proper under the circumstances.   

He grabbed an extra red lantern and swung it for as long as he dared.  When the Bay Ridge  

train was almost upon them, he dropped the lantern and ran forward.  Despite some injuries, 

he was able to report:  “Why Cahill was not able to see that a train was standing on the tracks 

ahead of him at that hour in the afternoon, even without the display of the proper danger 

signals, is beyond comprehension.  Why he was not able to see the signals is still more 

incomprehensible.”11 

 

A number of theories emerged as to why John J. Cahill did not stop the train: 

• Motorman Cahill “fell dead at his post from heart disease or apoplexy a moment or two 

before the collision occurred.”12 

• Motorman Cahill may have fallen asleep at his post.13 

• Motorman Cahill may have been in conversation with the conductor Patrick Cahill and 

never saw the stalled train on the track.14 

• Motorman Cahill “was busy in his cab and did not look down the track to see whether 

there was any obstacle ahead of him,” according to a witness who saw him less than five 

minutes before the accident.15 

                                                           
8 “Rear-End L Collision,” The Buffalo Times 
9 “Two Killed, 9 Hurt on Brooklyn Train,” The New York Times, 20 November 1903, p. 1, col. 6; image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 6 September 2018). 
10 “Death in ‘L’ Crash,” The New York Tribune, 20 November 1903, p. 4, col. 4; image copy, Newspapers.com 
(http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 17 September 2018). 
11 “2 Killed In Elevated Crash,” The New York Sun, 20 November 1903, p. 1, col. 1-2, image copy, Newspapers.com 
(http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 6 September 2018). 
12 “May Have Been Dead When Trains Crashed,” The New York Times, 21 November 1903, p. 2, col. 5; image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
13 “May Have Been Dead,” The NY Times 
14 “Investigating Wreck on Brooklyn Elevated,” The New York Times, 22 November 1903, p. 11, col. 4, image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
15 “The State R.R. Board Investigates L Tragedy,” The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 21 November 1903, p. 2, col. 6; image 
copy, Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
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A hearing was held before the State Railroad Commission within days of the train wreck to 

solve the mystery surrounding the accident.  B.R.T. executives and employees all maintained 

that their equipment was in perfect working order, proper protocols were followed by workers, 

and motorman Cahill was solely to blame for the accident.  They insisted that if Cahill had taken 

his hand off the automatic controller, the power to the motor would have cut out and the train 

would have stopped.16   

 

“Cahill’s good character, steady habits and general trustworthiness were sworn to by all the 

witnesses who were personally acquainted with him, and it also was shown that on the day 

previous to the accident he had worked ten hours and had fourteen hours’ rest before he 

reported to duty on Thursday afternoon,”17 19 November 1903.  This work shift information 

was used by the B.R.T. superintendent to refute criticism by Cahill’s widow that her husband 

was overworked.18  Commissioner Baker “tried to find out whether Cahill had any trouble on his 

mind which would tend to distract any attention from his employment,” but he was not able to 

find anything unusual.  “Half a dozen employ[e]s said they saw Cahill shortly before the 

accident and that he appeared to be perfectly well.”19  “There was no trouble or sickness in his 

family, so far as was known.  Friends of the dead motorman said that he was a man of few 

words and that he would not have been apt to confide his troubles to his associates.”20 

 

A.J. Wilson, a seven-year master mechanic at the B.R.T., boarded the Bay Ridge train at 52nd 

Street on 19 November 1903; this station was three stops before the 36th Street station.21  “He 

said that when he boarded the train Cahill waved his hand and greeted him through the cab 

window…he had seen Cahill every day for months and they had been working together for ten 

years.”22  This length of employment aligns with reporting that “Motorman Cahill was an old 

employe[e] of the [rail]road, and was considered one of the most experienced and careful 

motor car operators in the company’s service.”23 

 

Based on this testimony above, it seems unlikely that John Cahill fell asleep at his post. He had  

a 14-hour break between shifts which provided ample rest time.  His train stops were very 

frequent, and he interacted with a passenger shortly before the crash.  He appeared to be of 

good health, both mentally and physically, according to family members and co-workers. 

 

                                                           
16 “Investigating Wreck,” The NY Times. 
17 “Investigating Wreck,” The NY Times. 
18 “’L’ Men Not Overworked,” The Evening World, 21 November 1903, page 10, col. 6; image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 17 September 2018).  
19 “Investigating Wreck,” The NY Times. 
20 “L Wreck Not Cleared Up By State Hearing,” The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 22 November 1903, page 49, col. 1; image 
copy, Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
21 “Fifth Avenue Line (Brooklyn elevated),” Wikipedia.org (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_ 
Avenue_Line_(Brooklyn_ elevated) : accessed 16 July 2018). 
22 “The State R.R. Board Investigates,” The Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 
23 “May Have Been Dead,” The NY Times. 
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The suggestion that John Cahill was in conversation with the conductor Patrick Cahill seems to 

be disputed by a conflicting story that hailed Patrick Cahill as a hero.  Patrick “could have 

escaped, for he rushed through the cars, opening the rear gates and persuading passengers to 

alight and make their way along the narrow footbridge at the side of the tracks; this duty 

accomplished, he made his way back to aid the motorman, and his charred body was found 

beside the other.”24  Given the reporter would have interviewed train passengers who attested 

to Patrick’s actions, this version of events seems more credible. 

 

Coroner Flaherty investigated the scene roughly four hours after the accident.  It was suggested 

that he “met considerable difficulty in getting at the facts in this case because of the close-

mouthedness of the employe[e]s of the [rail]road.  The Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company [had] a 

standing rule that its employe[e]s shall not give out any information concerning accidents.” 

When Flaherty was asked if there was a chance that motorman Cahill might have been stricken 

with heart disease, he responded that he “only heard a rumor that Cahill had been subject to 

fits of some kind.”25 

 

“The Coroner also said that this accident made it clear to his mind that there was a need of an 

additional man at the motor of each of the electric elevated trains.  The motorman of a train at 

times had the lives of several hundred passengers in his hands, and their lives depended upon 

the one man keeping his senses and his physical ability to perform his duty.  Any one of the 

motormen might be suddenly stricken in the motor booth and the train go rushing on to 

disaster with the rest of the train crew and the passengers ignorant of the danger.”26 

 

During the hearing, Commissioner Baker was concerned that there was no apparatus on the 

trains by which they could be stopped in case of danger, from any of the cars in the train.  Most 

elevated cars in other cities had an auxiliary brake system, which could be operated from any 

car and used in emergency cases.  He felt such equipment should have been provided in the 

borough of Brooklyn.27 

  

By 4 December 1903, the following verdict was returned by the coroner’s jury at the inquest 

regarding the train accident:  “We find that the death of John J. Cahill was caused by the 

burning of a car on the elevated structure of the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company, at Fifth 

avenue and Thirtieth street, due to a collision of two trains of the above company.  In our 

opinion the collision was caused by the carelessness of the management of the said company, 

and we recommend that two motormen be placed in each motor box to prevent a like accident 

                                                           
24 “He Done His Duty,” The Buffalo Evening Times, 20 November 1903, p. 4, col. 2; image copy, Newspapers.com 
(http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
25 “May Have Been Dead,” The NY Times. 
26 “May Have Been Dead,” The NY Times. 
27  “L Wreck Not Cleared Up By State Hearing,” The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
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as in our opinion the motorman in charge of this train was stricken when the collision 

occurred.”28 

 

Conclusion 

No one can know for sure what happened in that motorman’s cab in the minutes leading up to 

the train crash.  Based on John Cahill’s work experience, length of service and perceived 

competent mental and physical health, the jury was led to believe that something must have 

happened that prevented him from reacting to the stalled train on the track.  The impact of the 

crash and subsequent electrical fire that engulfed his cab ultimately resulted in his death; his 

body was burned beyond recognition.   

 

A variety of sources were leveraged to understand the circumstances and cause of death for 

John Joseph Cahill. Census records established a date range for his death, while the death 

certificate and probate court petition records confirmed actual death date.  An exhaustive 

search of newspaper articles provided a wealth of information on John’s death, including a host 

of details, testimony and opinions of numerous stakeholders. They gave a rich perspective of 

why and how John’s life ended and who he was as a person, through the eyes of his associates 

and friends.   

 

Impact on the Family 

For the Cahill family, this must have been a very difficult time.  John Cahill’s wife Anna was a 

widow left to raise two young children (Anna, age 10 and Francis, age 4) by herself.   Previously 

a housewife, she was now in a position where she needed to earn an income.  Family stories 

suggest that Francis was put in an orphanage so that Anna could go back to work.  He stayed at 

the Mount Loretto Orphanage in Staten Island. By the 1905 census, Anna moved from her 

previous residence at 258 Fiftieth Street to 355 53rd Street, where she was listed as running a 

boarding house.  Both of her children Anna and Francis were living with her, plus she had five 

boarders.  These boarders, all men in their twenties, may have been associates of John Cahill at 

the B.R.T. given their listed occupations:  two dispatchers, a towerman, a motorman and a 

driver.29   

 

By 1910, Anna was residing at 497 Kosciusko Street in Brooklyn, living with Anna and Francis, 

and working as a nurse in a private home.30  By 1915, she was living at 131 Lewis Avenue in 

Brooklyn, still working as a nurse.  Fourteen year old Francis lived with her, as well as an 18-

                                                           
28 “Blame B.R.T. For Crash On Fifth Av. L Nov. 19,” The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 5 December 1903, p. 22, col. 5; image 
copy, Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
29 1905 New York state census, Kings County, population schedule, p. 38, house number 355, Anna F. Cahill 
household; digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 July 2018). 
30 1910 U.S. census, Kings County, New York, population schedule, Brooklyn, enumeration district (ED) 519, sheet 
15A, dwelling 120, family 307, Anna Cahill; digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 
July 2018), citing NARA microfilm publication roll T624_969. 
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year old female boarder who was also a nurse.31  In 1920, Anna was living at 395 Kosciusko 

Street in Brooklyn with her son Francis, her daughter Anna and Anna’s husband Arnold 

Voltmann (listed as head of household).  Anna was still working as a nurse for a private family.32  

Anna continued to live with Anna and Arnold Voltmann in 1925, this time at 2464 Palmetto 

Street in Ridgewood, Queens.  At age 64, Anna was no longer working.33 

 

Anna Cahill experienced quite a bit of loss in her lifetime.  Her first husband, Milo J. Hatch, died 

on 4 November 1892 at the age of 35 due to phthisis (pulmonary tuberculosis).34  A few years 

later, she married John Cahill on 1 January 189435 and they had four children together.  Sadly, 

two of their sons passed away at a young age.  Then Anna lost her second husband John Cahill 

on 19 November 1903 when he was only 38 years old.  Anna must have been a very strong 

woman to survive so much loss and grief in her life.  Anna had to adapt to a lot of change, 

including constant apartment moves as evidenced by the different addresses noted in each 

census.  It must have taken so much fortitude for her to work and support her family during 

such a difficult time.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
31 1915 New York state census, Kings County, population schedule, p. 34-35, house number 131, Anna F. Cahill 
household; digital image, Ancestry.com ((http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 July 2018). 
32 1920 U.S. census, Kings County, New York, population schedule, Brooklyn, enumeration district (ED) 355 sheet 
14A, dwelling 70, family 268, Anna Cahill; digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 July 
2018), citing NARA microfilm publication roll T625_1153. 
33 1925 New York state census, Kings County, population schedule, p. 11, house number 2464, Arnold Voltmann 
household; digital image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 July 2018).  
34 Albany Rural Cemetery (Menands, New York), “Burial Cards, 1791-2011,” Milo J. Hatch entry; digital image, 
Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 24 September 2018) 
35 Cahill-Daly Hatch marriage certification (1894 marriage). Issued 4 October 1930. St. Brigid’s Rectory (Watervliet, 
New York).  Privately held by Kerri Tannenbaum. 
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Anna F. Cahill (née Daly)               St. Brigid’s Church, Watervliet, NY36 

                        
  

Marriage Certification for John and Anna Cahill37 

 

                                                           
36 “St. Brigid’s Roman Catholic Church, Watervliet,” Troy Irish Genealogy Society (http://troyirish.org/troy-area-
history/church-memorials-and-family-names-old/troy-area/st-brigids-roman-catholic-church-watervliet : accessed 
25 September 2018) 
37 Cahill-Daly Hatch marriage certification (1894 marriage). Issued 4 October 1930. St. Brigid’s Rectory (Watervliet, 
New York).  Privately held by Kerri Tannenbaum. 
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Cahill Family Lineage 
[NOTE:  PERSONAL INFORMATION REMOVED FOR THIS EXAMPLE] 

 

John Joseph Cahill     married 1 January 1894  Anna F. Daly  

Born 29 May 1865 | Ireland     Born 15 December 1861 | Ireland 

Died 19 November 1903 | Brooklyn, NY   Died 24 June 1934 | Queens, NY 

Lived 38 years, 5 months and 24 days   Lived 72 years, 6 months and 9 days 

 

4 children: 

1) Child 1    Marriage Date  Child 1’s Husband 

Born X Month Year | New York    Born X Month Year | New York 

Died X Month Year | New York    Died X Month Year | New York 

Lived XX years, XX months and XX days   Lived XX years, X months and XX days 

 

2 grandchildren: 

Grandchild 1 (Born X Month Year | New York; Died X Month Year | New York) 

Grandchild 2 (Born X Month Year | New York) 

 

2)   Child 2 

Born X Month Year | New York 

Died X Month Year | New York 

Lived X years and X months  

3)   Child 3 

Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY 

Died X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY 

Lived X months and X days 

4)  Child 4    Marriage Date Child 4’s wife 

Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY   Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY 

Died X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY   Died X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY 

Lived XX years, X months and X days   Lived XX years and XX days 

7 grandchildren:   

Grandchild 1 (Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY; Died X Month Year | XX, NY) 

Grandchild 2 (Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY) 

Grandchild 3 (Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY; Died X Month Year | XX, NJ) 

Grandchild 4 (Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY; Died X Month Year | XX, NY) 

Grandchild 5 (Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY) 

Grandchild 6 (Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY) 

Grandchild 7 (Born X Month Year | Brooklyn, NY)  
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New York State Death Certificate for John J. Cahill38 

 

 

                                                           
38 Kings County, New York, death certificate no. 19589, John J. Cahill; New York State Department of Health. 
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Kings County Surrogate’s Court Records39 

 

                                                           
39 Surrogate Court, Brooklyn, “New York, Kings County, Probate Administration Records” database, 
AncestryLibrary.com (http://www.ancestrylibrary.com : accessed 28 June 2018), John Joseph Cahill, 1903; images 
205-208. 
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The New York Times | 20 November 190340 

              

                                                           
40 “Two Killed, 9 Hurt on Brooklyn Train,” The New York Times, 20 November 1903, p. 1, col. 6; image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 6 September 2018). 
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The New York Sun | 20 November 190341 

       

                                                           
41 “2 Killed In Elevated Crash,” The New York Sun, 20 November 1903, p. 1, col. 1-2, image copy, Newspapers.com 
(http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 6 September 2018). 
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The New York Sun | 20 November 190342  

(continued) 

           

                                                           
42 “2 Killed In Elevated Crash,” The New York Sun, 20 November 1903, p. 1, col. 1-2, image copy, Newspapers.com 
(http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 6 September 2018). 
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The Buffalo Times | 20 November 190343 

 

 

 

                                                           
43 “He Done His Duty,” The Buffalo Times, evening edition, 20 November 1903, p. 4, col. 2; image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
 



 
Written by Kerri Tannenbaum, The Family Dot Connector ©2018 20 
 

The Buffalo Times | 20 November 190344 

 

 

                                                           
44 “Rear-End L Collision, Two Burned to Death,” The Buffalo Times, evening edition, 20 November 1903, p. 9, cols. 
4-5; image copy, Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
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The New York Tribune | 20 November 190345 

 

                                                           
45 “Burned to Death in ‘L’ Crash,” The New York Tribune, 20 November 1903, p. 1, col. 4; image copy, 

Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 17 September 2018). 
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The New York Tribune | 20 November 190346 

(continued) 

   

                                                           
46 “Burned to Death in ‘L’ Crash,” The New York Tribune, 20 November 1903, p. 4, col. 4; image copy, 

Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 17 September 2018). 
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The New York Times | 21 November 190347 

 

      

                                                           
47 “May Have Been Dead When Trains Crashed,” The New York Times, 21 November 1903, p. 2, col. 5; image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
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The Brooklyn Daily Eagle | 21 November 190348 

 

           

                                                           
48 “The State R.R. Board Investigates L Tragedy,” The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 21 November 1903, p. 2, col. 6; image 
copy, Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 



 
Written by Kerri Tannenbaum, The Family Dot Connector ©2018 25 
 

The Evening World | 21 November 190349 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
49 “’L’ Men Not Overworked,” The Evening World, 21 November 1903, page 10, col. 6; image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 17 September 2018). 
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The Brooklyn Daily Eagle | 22 November 190350 

            

                                                           
50 “L Wreck Not Cleared Up By State Hearing,” The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 22 November 1903, page 49, col. 1; image 
copy, Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 1903). 
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The New York Times | 22 November 190351 

         

                                                           
51 “Investigating Wreck on Brooklyn Elevated,” The New York Times, 22 November 1903, p. 11, col. 4, image copy, 
Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
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The Brooklyn Daily Eagle | 5 December 190352 

 

                                                           
52 “Blame B.R.T. For Crash On Fifth Av. L Nov. 19,” The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 5 December 1903, p. 22, col. 5; image 
copy, Newspapers.com (http://www.newspapers.com : accessed 16 July 2018). 
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APPENDIX C: 

The Brooklyn Rapid Transit System 
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Atlantic Avenue Station of the Fifth Avenue Line  

of the Bay Ridge Elevated Train53 

Photo courtesy of Library of Congress 

 

This photo provides a sense of what the elevated train on the Fifth Avenue Line looked like in 

the early 1900s.  This photo was taken between 1910 – 1920.  The motorman sat in the front 

section and it was open air on the sides for passengers. 

 

 

                                                           
53 Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2016815535/ : accessed 17 September 2018). 
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Brooklyn Rapid Transit:  Fifth Avenue Line Stops54 

 

John Cahill’s train departed the 36th Street station and travelled to the 25th Street station.   

The accident occurred between 29th Street and 30th Street, adjacent to Green-Wood Cemetery 

in Brooklyn. 

                                                           
54 “Fifth Avenue Line (Brooklyn elevated),” Wikipedia.org (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifth_ 
Avenue_Line_(Brooklyn_ elevated) : accessed 17 September 2018). 


